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Kennedy, Debora

From: Mitch Hagopian [mitchh@drwi.org]

Sent:  Tuesday, April 18, 2006 3:20 PM

To: Rose, Laura; Betsy J. Abramson; Kennedy, Debora
Cc: Raymond, Jane; Dianne Greenley; Roy Froemming
Subject: RE: Definitions of developmental disability/ies

| don't think my answer to #2 was at all clear. | meant to say that we are okay with adding brain injury and Prader-
Willi syndrome to 55.01(2) to make the laundry list of conditions consistent with those in 51.01(5)(a).

However, we do not think it is crucial because the definition of “other like incapacities" covers them. So, whether
you insert brain injury and Prader-Willi into 55.01(2) is definitiely not critical to us. If Laura has strong feelings on
not including them in 55 we can easily live with that. Is that better?

Mitch

From: Rose, Laura [mailto:Laura.Rose@legis.state.wi. us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2006 1:58 PM

To: Mitch Hagopian; Betsy J. Abramson; Kennedy, Debora
Cc: Raymond, Jane; Dianne Greenley; Roy Froemming
Subject: RE: Definitions of developmental disability/ies

Hi everyone,

I'm all for Mitch's points. Regarding #2: as you know, | don't think we should add "brain injury" and "Prader-Willi"
to 55.01(2), and | agree with Mitch that "other like incapacities" should cover these impairments.

Laura

From: Mitch Hagopian [mailto:mitchh@drwi.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2006 1:53 PM .
To: Betsy J. Abramson; Kennedy, Debora; Rose, Laura
Cc: Raymond, Jane; Dianne Greenley; Roy Froemming
Subject: RE: Definitions of developmental disability/ies

Betsy, Debora and Laura--Dianne, Roy and I have had a chance to consider this. Here is what we have
come up with:

1. Delete the word "person" from 55.01(2) in AB 539—meaning leave it as amended by AB 785. Note,
the 55 definition is of “developmentally disabled” while in 51 it is of “developmental disability."

2. Add "brain injury" and "Prader-Willi syndrome" to 55.01(2) to make it consistent with the C. This is
not crucial, however, becuase the definition of “other like incapacities” would certainly cover both
brain injury and Prader-Willi.

3. We approve of the slight difference between the definitions of "developmental disability” in Ch. 51
and "developmentally disabled" in Ch. 55. (55.01(2) has the additional phrase "substantially impairs an
individual from adequately providing for his or her own care or custody.") We want a slightly more
restrictive definition of “developmentally disabled” under 55 because we want it to be somewhat harder
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to get a PP on someone. We like the 51.01(5)(a) definition because it gives more people access to the
patients rights provisions. It would be possible to have a “developmental disability” for Ch 51 patient’s
rights purposes, but not be “developmentally disabled” for 55 purposes. Subtle distinction, but one we
would like to preserve.

Does this answer your questions? Let me know if I am at all unclear.

Mitch

From: Betsy J. Abramson [mailto:abramson@mailbag.com]

Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2006 1:58 PM

To: Mitch Hagopian; Dianne Greenley; debora.kennedy@legis.state.wi.us; 'Rose, Laura’
Cc: Jane Raymond

Subject: Definitions of developmental disability/ies

Mitch: f
Debora Kennedy (LRB), Laura Rose (Leg Coun) and | have been meeting about the 77 differernt places in the

three APS bills where two, or three, of the bills address the same current provision, to try to figure out which one
we want, and what needs to be done given the timing (right now, AB 785 will go into effect November 1, but once
passed and probably signed in May, SB 391 and AB 539 should go into effect December 1 - trumping AB 785).
So, yada yada, working on a reconciliation bill for places where we want AB 785 to be the last one standing.

Issue for YOU is, definition of DD.

Could you please look at the bill sections I've identified below and give me your thoughts?

1. Am | right in that we're rather the definition be of "developmental disability" than "developmentally disabled
person"? Current 51.01(5)(a) uses "DD" and AB 785 deletes the word "person” from "developmentally dsisabied
person” in the amended definition of 55.01(2), but AB 539 does not delete the word "person"? Which is
preferred?

2. Sec. 51.05(5)(a), is amended by both AB 539 and AB 785 as relates to the degenerative brain disorder
replacement for "infirmities of aging,"” (no question for you there), but | noticed that it also, in current statute and
untouched by the bills, includes "brain injury" and Prader-Willi syndrome" as part of the "disability attributable
to....brain injury,m cerebal palsy, epilepsy, autism, Prader-Willi syndrome, mental retardatoin, or another
neurological donition closely related to MR or requiring treatment similar to that required for MR, which has
continued or can be expected to continue indefinitely and consstitutes a substantial handicap to the afflicted
individual. DD doesn't include degenerative brain disorder."

But the current definition of 55.01(2), (amended in the bills only about the degenerative brain disease thing again),
has a current definition that does NOT include brain injury or Prader-Willi. Note that 55.02 also contains some
language about how the DD... "substantially impairs the individual from adequately providing for his or her own
care or custody, and constitutes a substantial handicap to the afflicted individual.

So, those are my four questions:

1."DD" or "DD'd person"

2. Include brain injury in the definition of DD in ch. 557

3 Include Prader-Willi in the definition of DD in ch. 557

4. Incude the "substantially impairs...providing....care or custody...and constitutes a substl handicap to afflicted

ind. in ch. 55, but not 517

What is the reasoning for different definitions of DD in 51 vs.557 Is it not a good thing for counties to have certain
disabilities specifically included in def. of DD in ch. 557 |s it approp for def to be different for 51 purposes than for

557
Please advise! Il be out of town beginning 4/18, but if you reply all, then Debora and Laura will know of your

thoughts. Thanks, Mitch.
Bets

04/18/2006
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Betsy J. Abramson

Attorney / Elder Law Consultant
520 Miller Ave.

Madison, Wl 53704

(608) 332-7867
abramson@mailbag.com

04/18/2006
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